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Better Newspaper Contest Winners

Announced at OPA Mid-Winter Convention

Nine state newspapers receive top honors in annual contest

Winners of the 2009 Oklahoma Press Association Better Newspaper Contest were announced Friday, Feb. 5, at the Reed Convention Center in Midwest City, Okla.

Recipients of the 2009 Sequoyah Award, the highest honor in the annual contest, were The Norman Transcript, Stillwater NewsPress, The Journal Record, Stigler News-Sentinel, The Cleveland American, The Newcastle Pacer, Tulsa County News, El Reno Tribune and Mustang Times. The Sequoyah Award is based on total points accumulated in all events.

Members of the Colorado Press Association judged a total of 850 entries received from 86 newspapers in the 2009 Better Newspaper Contest.

Following is information about each of the nine Sequoyah Award winners.

The Norman Transcript

The Norman Transcript took top honors in Division 1, dailies with circulation above 8,200. This is the 35th time The Transcript has received this honor since 1935.  

Owned by Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. (CNHI), The Transcript placed first in five of 12 categories including Layout & Design, In-Depth Enterprise, Feature Writing, Sports Coverage and Community Leadership. It also placed third in Advertising, Sales Promotion and Personal Columns, and fourth in Photography.

David R. Stringer is the publisher of The Transcript.

“Obvious centerpieces on A1 move this paper to the top,” said one judge. “The Transcript has a very clean look front to back, which includes sensible typography and good photography.”

Stillwater NewsPress


This is Stillwater NewsPress’ second Sequoyah in two years for Division 2, dailies with circulation of 4,000 to 8,199.  


The NewsPress, also a CNHI newspaper, took first in Layout & Design, Editorial Comment and Sports Coverage. 

It picked up second in News Content, Sales Promotion, Feature Writing and Community Leadership, third in News Writing and Photography and fourth in Advertising. 

“The layout is strong and consistent with a local flair,” wrote the judge. “The football section was well done… the local roundup is a nice touch for readers.”

Pam Nelson is publisher of NewsPress.

The Journal Record


Winning the Sequoyah for the fourth year in a row for Division 3, dailies with circulation below 4,000, was The Journal Record in Oklahoma City. 

Mary Mélon is publisher The Journal Record, which is owned by Dolan Media Co.


The Journal Record placed first in 7 of 12 categories including Layout & Design, Sales Promotion, In-Depth Enterprise, Editorial Comment, Personal Columns, Feature Writing and Photography.  


It also placed second in News Writing and Community Leadership, and third in Advertising.

“Interesting topics told in a compelling style,” remarked one judge regarding The Journal Record’s entry in the Personal Columns event.

Stigler News-Sentinel


In Division 4, weeklies with circulation above 2,520, Stigler News-Sentinel took top honors this year.  Owned and published by Linus G. Williams, this is the News-Sentinel’s first year winning the Sequoyah Award. 


News-Sentinel took first place in News Content and In-Depth Enterprise; second in Editorial Comment, Feature Writing and Sports Coverage; third in Advertising and News Writing, and fourth in Layout & Design.


“Nice front page – good use of photos (action shots), well organized and easy to follow; lots of local coverage,” said one judge of the News-Sentinel. 

The Cleveland American


The Cleveland American took top honors in Division 5, weeklies with circulation of 1,600 to 2,519. This is The American’s fourth time to win the Sequoyah Award.
The American placed first in News Content, Advertising and Community Leadership. It also took second in In-Depth Enterprise, Personal Columns and Photography, and picked up third in Sales Promotion and News Writing.

“The Cleveland American was the clear winner of this contest,” said a judge about the News Content category.

Rusty Ferguson is publisher of the American.

The Newcastle Pacer


The Newcastle Pacer placed in 10 of 12 categories this year, winning the top spot in Division 6, weeklies with circulation of 1,100 to 1,599.  The paper, owned by Chickasaw Enterprises and published by Robin Wilson, has four previous Sequoyah Awards.

The Pacer placed first in Sales Promotion and Sports coverage, while taking second in News Content, Layout & Design, News Writing and Community Leadership.  It also placed third in Editorial Comment, Personal Columns, Feature Writing and Photography.

“Appealing layouts and photos,” said one judge. “Easy to read, consistent issue to issue.”

Tulsa County News


The Tulsa County News earned its first Sequoyah Award, placing in 11 of 12 categories. The News took the top spot for Layout & Design, Advertising and News Writing in Division 7, weeklies with circulation below 1,100.


It placed second in Feature Writing and Photography; third in News Content, Sales Promotion, In-Depth Enterprise, Editorial Comment and Community Leadership, and fourth in Sports Coverage.


“Good page turner with eye stoppers,” said a judge about the News’ layout.


Tulsa County News is owned by Tulsa County Publishing and published by Gary Percefull.

El Reno Tribune


El Reno Tribune, owned by The Tribune Corporation and published by Ray and Sean Dyer, took top honors in Division 8, semi, twin or tri-weeklies. 

The Tribune placed first in five events.  This is the paper’s 22nd sweepstakes award overall and eighth win in Division 8.


The Tribune grabbed first in Sales Promotion, In-Depth Enterprise, Editorial Comment, Personal Columns and Sports Coverage. It also picked up second in News Content; third in Layout & Design and Advertising, and fourth in News Writing.


“The editorials are clear, creative, provocative and evoke emotion,” one judge said of the Tribune.

Mustang Times


The Mustang Times picked up its first Sequoyah Award this year with top place in 5 events. The Times took first in News Content, Advertising, Sales Promotion, News Writing and Sports Coverage in Division 9, sustaining member publications. 

In addition, the paper placed second in In-Depth Enterprise and Photography; third in Editorial Comment, Personal Columns and Community Leadership, and fourth in Layout & Design and Feature Writing.

“High quality in photography and writing; diversity,” remarked a judge on the Times’ sports coverage.

Mustang Times is owned and published by Steven Coulter and Steve Kizziar.

A complete list of winners in the 2009 OPA Better Newspaper Contest is available on the OPA website at www.OkPress.com.
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