The OPA Legal Services Plan Committee is dedicated to helping members with legal questions and concerns.

Oklahoma State Law is very specific regarding the handling of requested retractions.  Although retractions are not required by law, you need to have a firm policy and procedure for handling retraction requests.  

(Retractions are NOT the same as corrections.)

SUGGESTED RETRACTION POLICY

1. Notice – When received, a retraction request should be taken to the editor immediately.  If the newspaper is an LSP member, the editor should seek advice from the LSP attorney.

2. Policy – A retraction should be timely published if a request is received from the appropriate person and a retraction is merited by a subsequent investigation of the alleged factual errors.

3. Request – Do not publish a retraction [12 O.S. § 1446(a)] unless requested by the person who claims the alleged publication was defamatory as to that person.

4. Identify – Ask the requestor to: (a) identify in writing the precise factual errors in the published article (every false, factual assertion allegedly contained therein) and (b) explain with specificity what the true facts are.

5. Investigate – Make an appropriate investigation to determine if the claims of the requestor are accurate and specifically ask the requester to provide any documentary or other evidence to support the claimed factual errors.

6. When – If the language cited by the requester does contain significant factual errors, the newspaper should print a retraction as soon as possible but not later than two weeks (if a weekly newspaper) or one week (if a daily newspaper) after receipt of the request for retraction.

7. Where – The retraction should be published in two regular issues of the newspaper on the same page as the original language was published.

8. How – The retraction should be headlined “RETRACTION” in 18 point type or larger.  The text of the retraction should be in the same typeface as the original language.

9. Form – The retraction should quote verbatim the original language, the date of publication, the true statements and, if warranted, an appropriate apology.

10. Prior Review – In appropriate cases, the newspaper should consider showing the proposed retraction to the requestor prior to publication to make sure that the retraction does not exacerbate the factual errors and to make sure that the requester continues to want a retraction published.

11. Sample – A sample of a retraction is shown below:

RETRACTION

On page 1 of the June 30, 2007, edition of The Daily Planet, the following sentence was published:  “John Doe was convicted of 27 murders.”  We retract this statement.  Doe was not convicted of 27 murders.  He was convicted of only 15 murders. 
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